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Sources and Calculations: Financial Support

Child Welfare League of Canada Report: EQUITABLE STANDARDS FOR TRANSITIONS TO ADULTHOOD
FOR YOUTH IN CARE. October 2021 report. Child Welfare League of Canada, October 4, 2021. Dr.
Melanie M. Doucet in collaboration with the National Council of Youth in Care Advocates
https://www.cwlc.ca/ files/ugd/f54667 45d7b4d41270453e8d720296d22edc6c.pdf

Pillar statement from CWLC: “Financial: Every young person should have the financial resources required
to meet their needs. Youth in care deserve to have a financial starting point that is above the poverty line
and allows them to pursue their career interests and dreams.”

In Greater Victoria, the ‘before tax’ low income cut off (LICO, also known as the poverty line) was
$25,336/year in 2022.

In 2022, the AYA program provided $15,000 a year in income support and $7,200 a year in rental
support. This total of $22,500 is almost $3,000 below the LICO (poverty line).

According to 2015 MCFD data, between 32-45% of youth in and from government care accessed income
or disability assistance after leaving government care. For FYic on regular assistance the current
maximum monthly support is $935 (11,220/year). For FYiC on disability assistance the current maximum

monthly support is $1,358 (16,302/year).

By comparison, in 2015, only 4.4% of 19-24 year olds were on income assistance.

e https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uuKFafnY6LOK3nE50iW5BkOx4cX8J9M7/view?usp=share link

e https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/policies-for-government/bcea-policy-and-
procedure-manual/bc-employment-and-assistance-rate-tables/disability-assistance-rate-table

e https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/policies-for-government/bcea-policy-and-
procedure-manual/bc-employment-and-assistance-rate-tables/income-assistance-rate-table

e https://www.movingwaldo.com/moving-tips/cost-of-living-victoria/

e https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UwCL1PXZDRZcUOtdX2zuXzSFwCj8WO0IS/edit?usp=sh
are link&ouid=112870806830109315359&rtpof=true&sd=true
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e https://www03.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/hmip-
pimh/en/TableMapChart/Table?Tableld=2.1.31.3&Geographyld=2410&GeographyTypeld=3&Di
splayAs=Table&GeograghyName=Vancouver#TableMapChart/2440/3/Victoria

In 2022, the average price for a studio apartment (bachelor) in Greater Victoria was approximately
$1,200/month. This is more than half of the monthly income a former youth in care receives under the
AYA program.

Additional supports are available to those pursuing post-secondary, but do not apply to those in life
skills or substance use programs.

In Recommendation #3 of their 2020 report, A Parent’s Duty: Government's Obligation to Youth
Transitioning Out of Foster Care, the Representative for Children and Youth, Dr. Jennifer Charlesworth,
recommends that MCFD automatically extend financial supports to former youth in care until age 27.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S7wkuOXPQcR214vjSQIvKbzNxfQyJCPA/view?usp=share link

As of 2020, less than 10% of former youth in care were accessing the AYA program (BCRCY, 2020)
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