
Our Mission… To help vulnerable youth 

attain self-reliance through long-term supportive 

transitional housing. 

Our Vision… Greater Victoria’s vulnerable 

youth confidently fulfilling their potential. 

Administration: (250) 383-8830 

Housing: Inquiries (778) 406-0558 

900 Vancouver St. Victoria BC V8V 3V7 

Business Number: #87667 3369 RR0001 

General Email: assist@thresholdhousing.ca 

THSVic @THSVic 

FAMILY DAY IS A YOUTH DAY 
British Columbia recently celebrated its 
newest statutory holiday—Family Day. 
The holiday, legislated into existence in 
2013, recognizes the fact that families 
remain central in the lives of most peo-
ple and to Canadian society in gen-
eral.  

Family relationships are among the 
most significant relationships we have.  
They can create opportunities for inti-
macy, warmth and interdependency 
rarely available in other relationships. 
They offer the possibility to foster pro-
found loving connections that enrich our 
individual humanity—that, in turn, en-
rich our community and society. An An-
gus Reid opinion poll once reported that 
two-thirds of Canadians strongly agreed 
with the statement that their families 
are “the greatest joy in their lives.” 

However, the experience of family is not 
the same for everyone. Hundreds of 
children are taken into protective care 
across the country annually and many 
youth are thrown into homelessness due 
to abuse, abandonment, and neglect.  

Youth between 16 and 24 make up the 
fastest growing segment of the homeless 
population nationally. This might be a 
surprise to many because a youthful face 
is not one associated with street-level 
homelessness. This was brought into focus 
recently in Kamloops, BC. In the first-ever 
homeless count to specifically target-
ing youth in Canada, 56 homeless youth 
were identified—a dramatic increase in 
the six to eight homeless young people 
the city thought it had. Another 73 re-
ported that they had experienced an epi-
sode of homelessness over the past year.  

What was not a surprise is that youth 
homelessness is essentially hidden. Youth 
at risk of being homeless are highly mo-
bile, lively precariously in different loca-
tions, while trying to finish school, work 
and, most importantly, grow up.  

What Kamloops learned sadly is that 
youth homelessness is real, yet often 
invisible. Left unaddressed, such youth 
go on to join the ranks of the adult 
homeless population and then become 
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Threshold Housing is grateful 
to receive a Permissive Tax 
Exemption from the City of 
Victory for Forrest House. This 
exemption is for non-profit 
organizations to encourage 
the construction of new af-
fordable rental housing 
among other purposes within 
our community, all geared 
towards improving the hous-
ing safety and availability in 
Victoria. 



OUR GENEROUS DONORS 

NEW FACES AT THRESHOLD 
Jody Yurkowsky Pace Director of Program  Services 

Jody comes to Threshold with nearly 20 years of experience working in non-profit organiza-
tions in Canada, Latvia and Sweden.  She has a background in social work and adult edu-
cation.  Jody has a deep passion for social justice 
and poverty issues and enjoys devoting her time 
to organizations that are committed to the in-
herent dignity of all people.  Her work with mar-
ginalised and homeless youth and adults spans 
settings from Eastern Europe to Vancouver's 
Downtown Eastside.   

In her spare time, Jody can be found on a west 
coast beach somewhere in rubber boots and a 
raincoat holding the hand of her little girl and 
watching her husband throw a stick for their 
pooch - all the while juggling the obligatory cup of hot coffee and a sand bucket. 

Cailey Foster Holly House Supervisor 

GORGEOUS 
COFFEE 

January 14th saw 14 musicians 
coming together at Gorgeous 
Coffee to raise more than 
$2200 for THS. Spearheaded 
by Robbie Hancock, a veteran 
of the Canadian music scene 
the event was a spectacular 
example of a community com-
ing together for a great cause. 
Visit our website to find out 
more about Robbie, the other 
talented musicians, and Gor-
geous Coffee! 

Joy Kruger & Mike Reymer 

Lonnie Glass 
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Threshold is indebted to the multi-year financial funding offered by Coast Capital Savings to as-
sist in opening our newest home—Threshold House.  In reaching out to prevent vulnerable youth 
from suffering homelessness, this credit union shows an incredible vision of inclusive community for 
today and tomorrow.  From the CEO to individual managers and client representatives, Coast 
Capital Savings staff express the same enthusiasm for helping youth to be the best they can.   

During the holiday period, Coast Capital Savings, along with Proline Property Management, sup-
plied Christmas backpacks to all the youth housed by Threshold. The backpacks were filled with 
thoughtful gifts geared to each youth and their particular needs.  This is a human touch that 
evoked glee and cheers from the youth who were so happy to be acknowledged. Special thanks 
to Maureen Young, Community Partnerships and Investment Manager, for making all of this 
happen! To find out more about Coast Capital Savings’ investment in youth and their future, 
search #YouthGetIt.  

CELEBRATING 100 DOORS 
By Jo-Ann Roberts, Advancement and 
Community Relations consultant 

Left to Right: MLA Andrew Weaver, Coast Capital Sav-

ings President and CEO Don Coulter, THS Board Chair 

Dennis Anholt , Oak Bay Mayor Nils Jensen,  BC Hous-

ing Regional Director Heidi Hartman 
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Three Factors 
in Youth  
Homelessness 

Family Conflict & 
Breakdown of  
Relationships 

more visible and harder to assist. 

This is why early intervention that Thresh-
old offers attempts to prevent youth en-
tering the ranks of adult homelessness. Be-
sides offering a safe place to live, Threshold 
attempts to build the capacity in youth to 
have hearty life-skills, have a good rental 
experience, and experience some level of 
community and care.  

Such an intervention can dramatically set 
a vulnerable youth on a different course, 
heading toward school completion, em-

ployment, and just healthier life decisions. 
However, Threshold cannot do it alone. 
The adage that “it takes a village to raise 
a child” has never been more true than 
with at-risk youth in our own community.  

A Family Day holiday should remind us 
that every youth deserves to have some-
one watching out for them. No youth 
wants to be alone,  homeless and margin-
alized. Let Family Day remind us of our 
duty to the wider “village” that we all call 
home.  

Mark MuldoonMark MuldoonMark MuldoonMark Muldoon,    Executive Director 
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Dennis Anholt (Chair) 
John Reese (Vice Chair) 
Karen Blakely (Treasurer) 
Michael Shepherd Q.C. (Secretary) 

Sean Dhillon 
Davona Harlow 
Guy Dagenais 
Rev. Gillian Hoyer 

Carol Martin 
Andrew Reeve 
Donald Storch 
Helen Smith 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE 
The Board of Directors 
The 2016-2017 Threshold Board 

THS Monthly Recycling 
4th Saturday of Each Month 9:00—11:00am 

The fourth Saturday of each 
month, in partnership with St. 
Matthias, we hold a Recycling 
Day! Bring your plastic pack-
aging, styrofoam, meat trays, 
plastic bags and other plastics 
as well as your beverage and 
other deposit containers.  

We are always looking for vol-
unteers to help out at our busy 
Recycling Days. A fun, team 
atmosphere! No experience 
required.  

Contact: Gerry Howell Jones 
By Email: ghowellj@telus.net 
By Phone: 250-383-2501 

First Name:   Last Name:   

Organization:   Title:   

Address:       

City:   Postal:   

Phone:   Alt. Phone:   

Email:       

Support Threshold Housing! 

There are many ways to donate! 

By Cheque 

Please complete the form below and 
mail it in with your cheque to: 

Threshold Housing Society 
900 Vancouver St. 
Victoria BC V8V 3V7 

By Credit Card 

Visit www.ThresholdHousing.ca/
Donate. You will be guided through 
a simple online donation process.  

Or if you would prefer, contact our 
office 250-383-8830.  Recurring 
monthly donation options are also 
available. 

Pledge a Door! 

We are still seeking 11 individuals or 
groups to pledge $1000 for one of 
our 100 Doors of Opportunity to sup-
port renovations of Threshold House. 
Please contact Jo-Ann to learn more:  
Advancement@ThresholdHousing.ca 

Recycling Days 2017 

• February 25th 
• March 25th 
• April 22nd 
• May 27th 
• June 24th 
• July 22nd 

Your support of Threshold Housing isn’t just about housing. As important as housing is it is just one part of the 
equation for giving a vulnerable youth a chance at the future of their dreams. A portion of every dollar donated 
goes towards our Lifeskills programming.  

Youth are given the opportunity to learn hard skills such as financial literacy and resume preparation as well as soft 
skills including Learning Through Loss, Women’s Wellness, and Goodfellows for young men. This programming ensures 
our youth have the skills, strengths, and community support needed to move forward once they leave Threshold.   

Volunteer Victor 
Brodeur Students 
helping to stuff enve-
lopes for our holiday 
campaign. Great fun 
and no paper cuts! 
December 2016 


